
Q&A w/... Ximena Ramirez 

Tell us a bit about yourself: I’ve been at Walden for two 

years, all over the place, from the farm to the water front, 

and I love it all. Since this summer I’ve been working on fin-

ishing my degree in visual arts! I’ve been taking fun classes 

and illustrating my final project (a children 

book about a girl that grows tomatoes). 

I spent the holidays over in England 

and got to see a lot of my camp 

friends!  

What is the zaniest costume that 

you’ve ever worn for summer 

camp? I’ve dressed up as Burger King 

and Scarlet Witch for Color Clash. 

What talent will you be showcasing at Walden Under (our 

camp talent show)? I’d love to do something fun with my 

future cabin. Last year our interpretive dance was a hit, so 

I’m hoping to do another fun group performance. 

Continued on Page TK 

Ximena will be third-year Walden staff member. Originally 
from Mexico, she studies at the State University of New 
York in Fredonia.  



 
2025 COUNSELORS: Hugo Reid, 
Jove, Kidd, Max Freeman,  
Ginny Loakes, Ella McCartney, 
Beth Peace, Madison Broad,  
Lola Hafron, Addie Jacob,  
Maddie Hawk, Luke Kelly,  
Carson Enge, Riley Baker, Kate 
Thummler, Ximena Ramirez, 
Anabelle Photenhauer, Lauren 
McCash, Nathan Heilbrunn, Luke 
“Pepe” Gruenhagen, Kyle Cronan, 
Cami Silva, Ava Brown, Freya 
Sharp, Matt Ashley, Jack Casey,  
Robert Janusiewicz, Georgia 
Weishaus, Julia Raya Cortes,  
Emily Bowley, Addi Sorota, Liv 
Randel. 

2025 UPs: Sophie 
Page, JP Moussier, 
Ashley Singer.  

2025 CAs BACK AS STAFF: Jonah 
Levy, Ellie Fuller, Morgan 
Wolfson. 

2025 SPECIALTY STAFF:   
Abi Griffiths (Riding), Sandy  
Neville (Boys Side Head), Jay  
Edwards (Waterfront), Office Fer, 
Office Dani, Office Cami, Tripper 
Ozzy, Tripper Porter, and CHO 
Hayleigh. 

STAFF WHO SKIPPED A YEAR (or more): 
Joey Chuong, Tripper Marco, as 
well as Rikki Aronoff and Sammy 
Kalniz overseeing the LIT/CA Pro-
gram this summer! 

Is My Favorite WALDEN  
Counselor / UP/ CHO Coming Back??? 

It’s possible. Here ’s the list so far,  
 and it ’s growing every day!  





Dear Ed, how many beaches are there in the world?  

Eden Rosenberg  Dear Eden, it’s hard to say because it 

depends on what counts as a beach, but estimates are in 

the millions. Michigan alone has hundreds, if not thou-

sands, including the one at camp. Ed 

Dear Ed, how many fish reside in Long Lake?  

John Newcomber   Dear John, Ed was going to ask the 

Outdoor Life director, but the Outdoor Life director didn’t 

know because he’s the one asking the question. But Ed 

had AI do a sophisticated calculation, and it estimated 

that there are between 120,000 to 280,000 individual 

fish, including everything from tiny minnows to trophy 

pike. But after 1A Fishing, a few less. Ed 

Dear Ed, who feeds the pigs on the farm at camp?  

Harper Fantich   Dear Harper, Justin from maintenance 

normally feeds the pigs their main meals. Camper often 

feed them dandelions and long grasses. Ed 

Dear Ed, Is anyone at Walden in the winter? Avi Bag-

dade   Dear Avi, Yes, the chipmunks! Ed was going to ask 

them if anyone else was there, but they were hibernating, 

and he didn’t want to wake them. Ed. 

 
Dear Ed is short for “Dear Editor.” If you have a question 

about camp send it to Ed and see if your answer  

appears in future issues. 

Ximena continued… 

Can you elaborate on 

“interpretive dance”? 

It wasn’t fully planned. 

LIT Sienna and I were 

playing some kind of 

percussion instruments 

while the rest of G-15 

danced around us. It 

ended up being chaot-

ic but really fun.  

What is something you wish you knew before working 

at Walden? I wish I had known how meaningful the little 

moments would be. The random laughs, casual conversa-

tions, and everyday routines are what I remember most. 

What is one piece of advice you would give a new 

camper? Try everything, even if it feels uncomfortable at 

first. Everyone at Walden is rooting for you. Some of the best 

memories come from activities you didn’t think you’d enjoy. 

Ximena (middle) & some of  
the 2025 LITs 



Walden Winter Word Search  
Find the hidden words or phrases listed below 

In mid-February, while this newsletter is being printed, 

Camp Walden’s directors will travel to San Diego for 

the American Camp Association national conference. 

This annual event brings thousands of summer-camp 

people together to talk about the best ways to keep 

campers and staff safe, healthy and having fun. Liz, 

Scott, Annie, James and Robyn will be soaking up ideas 

for new games and new Mess Hall meals, and hopefully 

up some California sun, too. See ya surfside! 

Sylas Levin AZ 

Will Han TX 

Maura Garland OH 

Jimmy Mulligan IL 

Lauren Howard OH 

Georgia Olson MI 

Walker Black TX 

Mila Leibovitch MI 

Jacob Lazarus OH 

Jillian Lazarus  OH 

Amelia Hackney OH 

Levi Pollack MI 

Ryan Swedler MI 

Max Kotikovsky MI 

Alivia Williams MI 

Jasmin Ost FL 

Avery Mueller CO 

Miles Griffith  VA 

Mason Griffith VA 

Dylan Stein OH 

Jack Bernstein UT 

Kevin Dawson IN 

Emy Beckett MI 

Tahlia Schwartz MI 

Kendall Chroman IL 

Marcus Ost FL 

Marlowe Spector MI 

John Fox MI 

Sophia Fox MI 

Ari Kutinsky MI 

Hannah Goldberg OH 

Your Friends are Coming Back! 

More Returning Campers...  

It ’s  

her  

7th  

summer!  

SAN DIEGO BOUND!  



Gabriella Schwartz MI 

Luca Lanzillotta TX 

Nina Burkiewicz IL 

Santiago Regules MEX 

Elizabeth Metzger OH 

Penelope Treutler IL 

Penelope Davis MI 

Logan Elsberg MI 

Nora Villinger MI 

Coleman Clark TX 

Jack Weinberg IL 

Nash Lerner IL 

Levi Meisner MI 

Taylor Casey IL 

Anna Wintrob OH 

Zoe Wintrob OH 

Tabitha Levy CA 

Chloe Emmer FL 

Isabel Rinsky CA 

Olivia Rinsky CA 

Teddi Kelin MI 

Jordy Dyke FL 

Thomas Pearl MD 

Nisha Parikh MI 

Krishna Egan MI 

Oliver Hansz MI 

Ezra Schwartz MI 

Carter Trust MI 

Ella Bak MI 

Jack Landau CA 

Let ’s Welcome our Newest  

2026 New Campers!  

We’re often asked where the name Walden came from, 

and why so many camps use the name (in New York, 

Maine, and Ontario, for instance). The reference is to 

Henry David Thoreau’s most famous book “Walden—Or 

Life in the Woods.” Thoreau lived in the mid-19th century, 

but he and “Walden” are about to be trending right next 

to the newest cat meme! 

Filmmaker Ken Burns and rock legend Don Henley are producers on a new PBS 

documentary that will air in March about the writer, who lived for two years on 

Walden Pond. His musings on nature, and the benefits of spending time in it, 

likely encouraged the creation of summer camps in the United States.  

We’ll be tuned in to see if our beloved Walden gets a mention! 

The Original Walden Pond 


