


Happy Animal News: The kittens and bunnies 

that went home with campers this summer are great! 

Sad news from the stables this 
month.  We had to say good bye to 
our much-loved, sweet and kind pony 
Dinky. Dinky had a wonderful long 
life. He had been at Walden longer 
than any horse or pony who is there 
now. He loved his food, his best friend Spatz, and all his 
adopters from Adopt-a-Horse. He also loved starring in 
the “Go for Grain” contest on Derby Day and, of course, 
showing his spirit leading the Fourth of July parade at 
the big soccer game. We will miss him and send a special 
thank you to Gail and Bob who loved and cared for him 
when camp was not in session. PS. Gail says Spatz misses 
her buddy but is doing okay. —Karen 

So Long, Dinky 

Far left: Goose 

enjoys his morn-

ing coffee at the 

Streem house in 

OH. Left: MJ the 

bunny at home 

with Olivia in MI 

Far right: Brady 

stays up late in LA 

playing with 

Aslan. Right: Mia 

(aka Stinky) has a 

new home with 

Miles and fur-

sister Mitzi In OH. 

 

NO?! You must not be 
 following Walden  

on Instagram  
and Facebook!  

Here’s a pic to keep  
you up-to-date! 

Hobbit (aka Stellina Frappani) was a first-year counselor 

at Walden in 2023.  

What are you doing after camp this year? So I’m in my 

second year of university (or college, as you call it here) and 

continuing my volleyball and probably 

picking up pickleball as well, which will be 

really, really fun.  

2) Where do you go to university? I go in 

London to Middlesex University, which is 

not very famous.  

3) What stands out as your best memory of the summer? 

Probably the First Session Color Clash. I remember basketball 

was pretty fun (see pic). Most Special Days were pretty cool. 

4) Which meals did you enjoy the most at Walden? Burger 

and Pop! It wasn’t even for the pop. I love onions and I love 

burgers, and the red onions you could only really get with 

burgers. So that was my favorite. Though I did find out I love 

Alfredo sauce. I never tried it before, and it’s amazing. 

5) So what do you put on pasta at home? I’ve been quite 

basic recently and don’t do much. Tomato sauce is a little 

basic; I’ll have some meat in there as well. 
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Dear Ed--Is the yogurt that the Mess Hall serves in the morning 

Greek yogurt? Jolie Rosenzweig  

Dear Jolie—According to Retcher, the plain yogurt is Greek yogurt. The 

vanilla and strawberry are not. Ed 

Dear Ed--Why do we carve pumpkins? Claire Bradley 

Dear Claire—This tradition began in Ireland when people carved scary 

faces in turnips to keep evil spirits away. When Irish immigrants came to 

the United States, they used pumpkins instead because they were more 

plentiful. 

Dear Ed--Why do people give out candy on Halloween? Allegra 

Samuelson  

Dear Allegra—This tradition grew out of Celtic holiday honoring the 

dead when believers baked and placed “soul cakes” outside their homes. 

That turned into baking for friends and family. In the 1950s, candy com-

panies started marketing their products as more convenient ways of gift-

ing sweets. Free samples, anyone? Ed. 

Dear Ed--Best use for candy: Eating or saving? Jane Tauber.   

Dear Jane—Eating, of course! Ed 

Dear Ed--I’m a little tired of HalloWalden as the theme for Ban-

quet. Can we try something new? Liz Stevens Dear Liz… Stay tuned! 

Dear Ed is short for “Dear Editor.” If you have a question about camp, 

send it to Ed and watch to see if your answer appears in future issues.  



Camp Secrets: Revealed! 

This summer, one Walden camper 
was allowed to have a screen! 
Through a special arrangement 
with the directors, third-year Wal-
den camper and experienced vlog-
ger Macie Patrias captured First 
Session through the lens of a Unit 
IV camper. Now her videos are on 
Walden's YouTube channel! Read 
on and then take a look… 
 
1. When did you first start vlogging?  I started my YouTube chan-
nel three years ago but I’ve loved making “family movies” long 
before then.  
2. What do you enjoy about it? I love vlogging because it allows 
me to capture my perspective of the world and show it to others. I 
want to show the viewer the joy of life!  
3. What led Liz to ask you to create these Walden videos? Liz 
stumbled upon my YouTube channel one day and she watched my 
camp video from 2022. She loved the way that I was able to cap-
ture camp so she asked me if I would make some videos for the 
camp channel.  
4. What we’re you trying to capture in the videos? My vision was 
to give an inside look into what camp is really like. I wanted to be 
as genuine as possible so people could really see how my days 
were filled. I wanted to express my love for camp so that future 
campers or staff would be excited to come and that current/past 
campers could relive the joy of camp even if they aren’t there.  
5. How many hours of footage did you end up with? I started film-
ing on the fourth day of camp and filmed almost every day until  
the WBA finals. I ended up with nearly 4 hours of footage. It was 
my challenge to turn those 4 hours into 3 videos.  
6. What was the hardest about editing the videos? The hardest 
part about editing was just the amount of time I had to put in. I’ve 
never edited 3 videos back to back before so it was a lot of work. 
I had to spend many days in front of my computer but I’m really 
happy with the final product. 

Watch Macie’s videos here:  

www.youtube.com/@campwalden49721  

Macie (left) with sister Maddie in A&C 
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I would like to state for the record that I believe myself to be  
a Camp Director of varied and unexpected talents, and I object to the idea that 

I am simply here for camper amusement. Having said that, I also wanted to let 
you know that Liz and I stayed at camp into September, and one night I went 
hunting for chipmunks. Unfortunately the game warden gave me a ticket be-
cause it was so close to Halloween and I didn’t have a haunting license. [Pause 
for laughs]. And, that, my friends, is a Halloween Dad Joke. But seriously, did you 
hear who won the skeleton beauty contest? No body.  
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Annie Joins the Team! 

If you were at camp in 2023, you probably remember 

that there was a woman with long brown hair, often in 

a pony tail, who walked like she was on a mission (she 

was), seemed to know a lot about camp and was sort 

of everywhere doing everything all at once? That’s 

Annie! After her hugely successful test run, Annie 

Mauch has agreed to accept the new full-time position 

of Assistant Director of Operations at Camp Walden! 

That means she’ll have a hand in pretty much every-

thing Liz and Scott do over the winter: Staff and 

camper recruiting, facility management, marketing, etc. During the summers, An-

nie will work closely with all of the admin staff including Assistant Director of 

Programming Robyn Shapiro. “Walden has always held a very special place in 

my heart,” she says. “I have spent 20 summers at camp as a camper, counselor 

and now as part of the administrative staff.” Annie met husband Sam Mauch at 

Walden and their two daughters, Hallie and Brooke, are both Walden campers. 

We’re very proud to add Annie to our administrative roster!! 




